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Large Language Model (LLM)
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LLM can generate new texts based on inputs in an autoregressive manner. 

Image from https://jalammar.github.io/illustrated-gpt2/



Large Language Model (LLM)
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Predicted label

Ground-truth labelNegative

LLM provides 
a correct prediction.

Prompt = task description + sentence

Zero-shot inference: LLM can solve classification tasks via the prompt.



Large Language Model (LLM)
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LLMs have been applied in safety-critical areas.

Doctor GPT in medical diagnosis 

Image from https://doctorgpt.co.in/

Law ChatGPT in legal documents

Image from https://lawchatgpt.com/#main-wrapper



Robustness Evaluation of LLMs
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Robustness evaluation is necessary for checking whether the LLM is reliable
before deploying LLMs in safety-critical areas.

Doctor GPT in medical diagnosis 

Image from https://doctorgpt.co.in/

Law ChatGPT in legal documents

Image from https://lawchatgpt.com/#main-wrapper



Robustness Evaluation of LLMs
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Robustness evaluation is necessary for checking whether the LLM is reliable
before deploying LLMs in safety-critical areas.

Adversarial robustness = the classification accuracy on the adversarial test dataset 

Original test dataset Adversarial test dataset
Adversarial attacks



Adversarial Attack (CV)
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Adversarial attacks can fool the model to output wrong predictions.

Original input: 𝑥, 𝑦 where 𝑥 is an image.
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Adversarial attacks can fool the model to output wrong predictions.

Attack objective:  $𝑥 = 𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑚𝑎𝑥 !"∈ℬ! " ℓ(𝑓 $𝑥 , 𝑦)

Original input: 𝑥, 𝑦 where 𝑥 is an image.
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Adversarial attacks can fool the model to output wrong predictions.

Attack objective:  $𝑥 = 𝑎𝑟𝑔𝑚𝑎𝑥 !"∈ℬ! " ℓ(𝑓 $𝑥 , 𝑦)

• Πℬ! # " (#)	is the projection function that projects the adversarial data 

back into the 𝜖-ball centered at 𝑥 $ ;
• α is small step size.

Given a starting point 𝑥(") ∈ 𝒳 and step size 𝛼 > 0, PGD
works as follows:

Attack guidance: Slightly change the pixels 

𝑥($%&) = Πℬ! ( " 𝑥 $ + α	𝑠𝑖𝑔𝑛 ∇( # ℓ 𝑓 𝑥 $ , 𝑦 , 𝑡	 ∈ 𝑁	

Original input: 𝑥, 𝑦 where 𝑥 is an image.



Adversarial Attack (NLP)

11

Adversarial attacks can fool the model to output wrong predictions.

Original input: 𝑥, 𝑦 where 𝑥 is a sentence or a group of 
sentences. 

Character-level perturbation [TextBugger, NDSS’19](https://arxiv.org/pdf/1812.05271.pdf)



Adversarial Attack (NLP)
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Adversarial attacks can fool the model to output wrong predictions.

Attack objective:  $𝑥 s. t. 	 𝑓 $𝑥 ≠ 𝑦	𝑎𝑛𝑑	 $𝑥 ∈ ℬ% 𝑥

Original input: 𝑥, 𝑦 where 𝑥 is a sentence or a group of 
sentences. 

• ℬ) 𝑥  refers to constraints to ensure the semantic mearing of 
the adversarial sentence unchanged.

Character-level perturbation [TextBugger, NDSS’19](https://arxiv.org/pdf/1812.05271.pdf)



Adversarial Attack (NLP)
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Adversarial attacks can fool the model to output wrong predictions.

Attack objective:  $𝑥 s. t. 	 𝑓 $𝑥 ≠ 𝑦	𝑎𝑛𝑑	 $𝑥 ∈ ℬ% 𝑥

Original input: 𝑥, 𝑦 where 𝑥 is a sentence or a group of 
sentences. 

• ℬ) 𝑥  refers to constraints to ensure the semantic mearing of 
the adversarial sentence unchanged.

Attack guidance:

• Character-level perturbation: delete/add/replace the character

Character-level perturbation [TextBugger, NDSS’19](https://arxiv.org/pdf/1812.05271.pdf)



Adversarial Attack (NLP)
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Adversarial attacks can fool the model to output wrong predictions.

Attack objective:  $𝑥 s. t. 	 𝑓 $𝑥 ≠ 𝑦	𝑎𝑛𝑑	 $𝑥 ∈ ℬ% 𝑥

Original input: 𝑥, 𝑦 where 𝑥 is a sentence or a group of 
sentences. 

• ℬ) 𝑥  refers to constraints to ensure the semantic mearing of 
the adversarial sentence unchanged.

Attack guidance:
Word-level perturbation [BertAttack, EMNLP’20](https://arxiv.org/pdf/2004.09984.pdf)

• Character-level perturbation: delete/add/replace the character

• Word-level perturbation: delete/add/replace the word

Character-level perturbation [TextBugger, NDSS’19](https://arxiv.org/pdf/1812.05271.pdf)



Adversarial Attack (NLP)
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Adversarial attacks can fool the model to output wrong predictions.

Attack objective:  $𝑥 s. t. 	 𝑓 $𝑥 ≠ 𝑦	𝑎𝑛𝑑	 $𝑥 ∈ ℬ% 𝑥

Original input: 𝑥, 𝑦 where 𝑥 is a sentence or a group of 
sentences. 

• ℬ) 𝑥  refers to constraints to ensure the semantic mearing of 
the adversarial sentence unchanged.

Attack guidance:
Word-level perturbation [BertAttack, EMNLP’20](https://arxiv.org/pdf/2004.09984.pdf)

• Character-level perturbation: delete/add/replace the character

• Word-level perturbation: delete/add/replace the word

• Sentence-level perturbation: paraphrasing

Character-level perturbation [TextBugger, NDSS’19](https://arxiv.org/pdf/1812.05271.pdf)

Sentence-level perturbation [AdvFever](https://arxiv.org/pdf/1903.05543.pdf)



Motivation

• The existing robustness evaluation of LLMs is computationally expensive.
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Test dataset White-box language models
Query

Adversarial test dataset

Adversarial attack needs to
load language models on GPUs
(large computational resource) and 
compute gradient 
(extremely time-consuming).

Target LLMs 
(e.g., ChatGPT)

Transfer to evaluate



Motivation

• The existing robustness evaluation of LLMs is computationally expensive.
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Test dataset White-box language models
Query

Adversarial test dataset

Adversarial attack needs to
load language models on GPUs
(large computational resource) and 
compute gradient 
(extremely time-consuming).

Target LLMs 
(e.g., ChatGPT)

Transfer to evaluate

An ensemble of BERT and RoBERTa trained 
on the GLUE benchmark 

AdvGLUE
[Wang et al. NeurIPS 2021]



Motivation

• The existing robustness evaluation of LLMs is computationally expensive.
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Test dataset White-box language models
Query

Adversarial test dataset

Adversarial attack needs to
load language models on GPUs
(large computational resource) and 
compute gradient 
(extremely time-consuming).

Target LLMs 
(e.g., ChatGPT)

Transfer to evaluate

An ensemble of Alpaca-7B, Vicuna-13B, 
and Stable Vicuna-13B

AdvGLUE++
[Wang et al. NeurIPS 2023]



Motivation

• The existing robustness evaluation of LLMs is computationally expensive.
• The existing robustness evaluation of LLMs is ineffective.
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Test dataset White-box language models
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load language models on GPUs
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(e.g., ChatGPT)

Transfer to evaluate



Motivation

• The existing robustness evaluation of LLMs is computationally expensive.
• The existing robustness evaluation of LLMs is ineffective.
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How to effectively and efficiently evaluate the robustness of LLMs?



Motivation

• The existing robustness evaluation of LLMs is computationally expensive.
• The existing robustness evaluation of LLMs is ineffective.
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How to effectively and efficiently evaluate the robustness of LLMs?

We convert conventional NLP adversarial attacks into 
a prompt-based adversarial attack (PromptAttack).



PromptAttack: Prompt-Based Adversarial Attack
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The original sentence “the only excitement comes when the credits finally roll and 
you get to leave the theater!” is classified as negative.

Your task is to generate a new sentence which must satisfy the following conditions:
1. Keeping the semantic meaning of the new sentence unchanged;
2. The new sentence should be classified as positive.

You can finish the task by modifying the sentence using the following guidance:
Add at most two extraneous characters to the end of the sentence.
Only output the new sentence without anything else. 

the only excitement comes when the credits finally roll and you get to leave the theatre! :)[Adversarial sample]

[Attack prompt]



PromptAttack: Prompt-Based Adversarial Attack
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The original sentence “the only excitement comes when the credits finally roll and 
you get to leave the theater!” is classified as negative.

Your task is to generate a new sentence which must satisfy the following conditions:
1. Keeping the semantic meaning of the new sentence unchanged;
2. The new sentence should be classified as positive.

You can finish the task by modifying the sentence using the following guidance:
Add at most two extraneous characters to the end of the sentence.
Only output the new sentence without anything else. 

the only excitement comes when the credits finally roll and you get to leave the theatre! :)[Adversarial sample]

Adversarial sample generated by PromptAttack successfully fools ChatGPT.

[Attack prompt]



Adversarial Attack (NLP)
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Adversarial attacks can fool the model to output wrong predictions.

Original input: 𝑥, 𝑦 where 𝑥 is a sentence or a group of 
sentences. 

Word-level perturbation [BertAttack, EMNLP’20](https://arxiv.org/pdf/2004.09984.pdf)

Character-level perturbation [TextBugger, NDSS’19](https://arxiv.org/pdf/1812.05271.pdf)

Sentence-level perturbation [AdvFever](https://arxiv.org/pdf/1903.05543.pdf)



PromptAttack: Prompt-Based Adversarial Attack
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The original sentence “the only excitement comes when the credits finally roll and 
you get to leave the theater!” is classified as negative. [Original input]

PromptAttack generates adversarial data by prompting the victim LLM using an 
attack prompt composed of original input, attack objective, and attack guidance.

SST-2: 𝑡	 ∈ 𝑠𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑒𝑛𝑐𝑒  𝑦 ∈ 𝑝𝑜𝑠𝑖𝑡𝑣𝑒, 𝑛𝑒𝑔𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑒  
MNLI: 𝑡	 ∈ 𝑝𝑟𝑒𝑚𝑖𝑠𝑒, ℎ𝑦𝑝𝑜𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑠𝑖𝑠  𝑦 ∈ 𝑛𝑒𝑢𝑡𝑟𝑎𝑙, 𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑎𝑖𝑙𝑚𝑒𝑛𝑡, 𝑐𝑜𝑛𝑡𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑖𝑐𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛  
QQP: 𝑡	 ∈ 𝑞𝑢𝑒𝑠𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛1, 𝑞𝑢𝑒𝑠𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛2  𝑦 ∈ 𝑑𝑢𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑡𝑒, 𝑛𝑜𝑡	𝑑𝑢𝑝𝑙𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑡𝑒



Adversarial Attack (NLP)
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Adversarial attacks can fool the model to output wrong predictions.

Attack objective:  $𝑥 s. t. 	 𝑓 $𝑥 ≠ 𝑦	𝑎𝑛𝑑	 $𝑥 ∈ ℬ% 𝑥

Original input: 𝑥, 𝑦 where 𝑥 is a sentence or a group of 
sentences. 

• ℬ) 𝑥  refers to constraints to ensure the semantic mearing of 
the adversarial sentence unchanged.

Word-level perturbation [BertAttack, EMNLP’20](https://arxiv.org/pdf/2004.09984.pdf)

Character-level perturbation [TextBugger, NDSS’19](https://arxiv.org/pdf/1812.05271.pdf)

Sentence-level perturbation [AdvFever](https://arxiv.org/pdf/1903.05543.pdf)



PromptAttack: Prompt-Based Adversarial Attack
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The original sentence “the only excitement comes when the credits finally roll and 
you get to leave the theater!” is classified as negative.

Your task is to generate a new sentence which must satisfy the following conditions:
1. Keeping the semantic meaning of the new sentence unchanged;
2. The new sentence should be classified as positive.

[Attack objective]

[Original input]

PromptAttack generates adversarial data by prompting the victim LLM using an 
attack prompt composed of original input, attack objective, and attack guidance.



Adversarial Attack (NLP)
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Adversarial attacks can fool the model to output wrong predictions.

Attack objective:  $𝑥 s. t. 	 𝑓 $𝑥 ≠ 𝑦	𝑎𝑛𝑑	 $𝑥 ∈ ℬ% 𝑥

Original input: 𝑥, 𝑦 where 𝑥 is a sentence or a group of 
sentences. 

• ℬ) 𝑥  refers to constraints to ensure the semantic mearing of 
the adversarial sentence unchanged.

Attack guidance:
Word-level perturbation [BertAttack, EMNLP’20](https://arxiv.org/pdf/2004.09984.pdf)

• Character-level perturbation: delete/add/replace the character

• Word-level perturbation: delete/add/replace the word

• Sentence-level perturbation: paraphrasing

Character-level perturbation [TextBugger, NDSS’19](https://arxiv.org/pdf/1812.05271.pdf)

Sentence-level perturbation [AdvFever](https://arxiv.org/pdf/1903.05543.pdf)
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The original sentence “the only excitement comes when the credits finally roll and 
you get to leave the theater!” is classified as negative.

Your task is to generate a new sentence which must satisfy the following conditions:
1. Keeping the semantic meaning of the new sentence unchanged;
2. The new sentence should be classified as positive.

You can finish the task by modifying the sentence using the following guidance:
Add at most two extraneous characters to the end of the sentence.
Only output the new sentence without anything else. 

[Attack objective]

[Original input]

[Attack guidance]

PromptAttack generates adversarial data by prompting the victim LLM using an 
attack prompt composed of original input, attack objective, and attack guidance.
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The original sentence “the only excitement comes when the credits finally roll and 
you get to leave the theater!” is classified as negative.

Your task is to generate a new sentence which must satisfy the following conditions:
1. Keeping the semantic meaning of the new sentence unchanged;
2. The new sentence should be classified as positive.

You can finish the task by modifying the sentence using the following guidance:
Add at most two extraneous characters to the end of the sentence.
Only output the new sentence without anything else. 

[Attack objective]

[Original input]

[Attack guidance]

PromptAttack generates adversarial data by prompting the victim LLM using an 
attack prompt composed of original input, attack objective, and attack guidance.

the only excitement comes when the credits finally roll and you get to leave the theatre! :)[Adversarial sample]

Adversarial sample generated by PromptAttack successfully fools ChatGPT.



Boosting PromptAttack
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PromptAttack generates adversarial data by prompting the victim LLM using an 
attack prompt composed of original input, attack objective, and attack guidance.

1. Few-shot strategy 

2. Ensemble strategy: collect an ensemble of the adversarial sample generated by PromptAttack 
based on various kinds of perturbation prompts. 



Empirical Result (effectiveness)
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Attack success rate (ASR) evaluated on the GLUE dataset

The ASR obtained by PromptAttack significantly outperforms AdvGLUE and AdvGLUE++.

PromptAttack-EN: PromptAttack with ensemble strategy
Prompt-Attack-FS-EN: PromptAttack with few-shot and ensemble strategies
AdvGLUE: [Wang et al., NeurIPS 2021]
AdvGLUE++: [Wang et al., NeurIPS 2023]



Empirical Result (effectiveness)
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The ASR w.r.t. BERTScore threshold 

PromptAttack can generate adversarial samples of strong attack power and high fidelity. 
PromptAttack-EN: PromptAttack with ensemble strategy
Prompt-Attack-FS-EN: PromptAttack with few-shot and ensemble strategies
AdvGLUE: [Wang et al., NeurIPS 2021]
AdvGLUE++: [Wang et al., NeurIPS 2023]
BERTScore measures the sematic similarity between the generated sentence and the original sentence. The higher the BERTScore is, the generated sentence is of higher fidelity.



Empirical Result (efficiency)
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PromptAttack is more computationally efficient than AdvGLUE and AdvGLUE++.

Estimated computational overhead using RTX A5000 GPUs



Empirical Result
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Adversarial examples
generated by PromptAttack 
against GPT-3.5



Conclusion

• Our research highlights the potential security risks of deploying LLMs into 
safety-critical areas.
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Doctor GPT could be not reliable 
in medical diagnosis 

Image from https://doctorgpt.co.in/

Law ChatGPT could be not reliable 
in legal documents

Image from https://lawchatgpt.com/#main-wrapper
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Project page:  https://godxuxilie.github.io/project_page/prompt_attack/

Colab Tutorial of PromptAttack: 
https://colab.research.google.com/drive/19CeMMgMjTvbNj8GYv6uOYI-hgXopP0U6?usp=sharing

https://godxuxilie.github.io/project_page/prompt_attack/
https://colab.research.google.com/drive/19CeMMgMjTvbNj8GYv6uOYI-hgXopP0U6?usp=sharing

